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May 2022 Newsletter 
 

École Publique 

Hillcrest Public School 
433 1st Ave, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0 

http://hillcrest.lkdsb.net  T: 519-882-2260 

Principal: M. A. Newcombe (Andrew.Newcombe@LKDSB.com) 

Secretary: Mme T. Blakey 

Follow us on Facebook: @ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool 

Starting With Gratitude 

The year was 2020, and suddenly we had to do everything 

“differently.” Can you picture yourself trying to tell future 

generations about the past two years? We will be the experts and 

be able to provide real accounts of what the times were like. 

There are so many stories that developed of how everyone 

coped. We learned so much over the past two years.  We are 

now experts in online collaboration.  We have leveraged 

technology to be able to build capacity.  We have learned how 

to prioritize more effectively and have increased our 

understanding and appreciation for proper self-care, just to name 

a few.  Here at Hillcrest, we hope that we take the many lessons 

that we have learned; and we look forward to melding them in 

with the many different effective past practices that we missed so 

much during the pandemic.  We enjoyed our first face-to-face 

assembly on April 27th.  We will continue to use virtual assemblies in 

our repertoire in the future as well, alternating between the two 

methods in the future, depending on the topic and duration of an 

assembly.  Once again, here at Hillcrest, we plan on leveraging 

what we have learned during the pandemic. 

Thanks for taking the time to review this month’s newsletter.  April 

was a great month and we look forward to another terrific month 

here at Hillcrest.  

 

Upcoming Events 

May 6 

LCCVI Student Music 

Performance 

Staffy’s Fundraiser ends 

May 10 

School Council Meeting – 6:00 

May 13 

Area Enrichment Day – 

Learning Commons 

May 23 

Victoria Day (no school) 

May 26 

School Track & Field – 

Students in Grade 3 to Grade 

8 (rain date – May 27) 

June 2 

Use of Hillcrest Public School 

as a polling station in the 

gymnasium for the Provincial 

Election.  Parking will be 

strained that day.  Security will 

be provided by the Province 

that day, to keep voters from 

entering instructional areas. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool/
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April Showers Brings May 

Flowers 

We had our first face-to-face 

assembly in over two years, on 

Wednesday, April 27th.  At the 

assembly, we celebrated the fact 

that we were together, learned 

about the English saying, April 

Showers Brings May Flowers, and 

the French saying, “En avril, ne te 

découvre pas d'un fil ; En mai fais 

ce qu'il te plait.”  We discussed the 

hope that good things are always 

just around the corner when we 

are facing challenges in life.  We 

talked about the many wonderful, 

seemingly simple things that we 

can now enjoy again from which 

we were isolated only months ago.  Students in M. Triest’s class shared that they were thankful to see 

extended family, to be able to play sports, hang out with friends in larger gatherings, and much 

more.  We celebrated Mme. Blakey and her many contributions to our school community as it was 

Administrative Professionals’ Day that day.  We had a dance performance by Mme Olah’s Grade 

5/6 class who were instructed by Mme Nesbitt, as well as other activities in which we participated 

together.  It was so nice to all be together inside the school in one room and to finally have all the 

Dragons in the gymnasium.  We truly have a lot for which we are grateful here at Hillcrest and in our 

wonderful community. 

EQAO 

Students in Grade 3 and Grade 6 will be taking part in the provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing 

and Mathematics.  This assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 students in Ontario’s 

publicly funded school system by the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), an 

independent agency of the Government of Ontario.  EQAO assessment questions are directly 

based on the expectations set out in The Ontario Curriculum, which is what teachers teach in the 

classroom every day.  Our Grade 3 and Grade 6 students will have their tests administered at the 

end of May.  Parents of these students will receive more information in the coming weeks. 

COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Kit 

In alignment with the updated testing guidance from Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, 

when a student or staff member returns from an unplanned absence, they are able to receive a 
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rapid antigen test kit.  Should your family need access to kids, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

the school.  

Windover Nurseries Pick UP 

This is from the School Council: 

“Hello, Hillcrest families,   

A Friendly reminder that your Windover Nurseries flower order will be ready for pick up Friday, May 

6th at Windover Nurseries, 3662 Petrolia Line, Petrolia.   

Pick up time is 12:00pm - 5:00pm. !!  

If for some reason you cannot make this time work, please reach out to Stephanie Munro 

s.munro@live.com, or 519-381-8685.   

We thank you for your fundraising efforts to support Ecole Hillcrest.” 

Book Fair 

Our Book Fair in April was a huge success.  Thanks to the support of students, families and staff, we 

were able to raise over $2300 to go towards the purchase of books for the school.  More 

importantly, we hope that the Book Fair ignites excitement in many of our learners to explore their 

world and build imagination as they read the many books purchased during the Book Fair.  We wish 

to publicly thank, Mlle Pearson, Mme Hastings and Mme Trudeau and many others for their support 

of this effort.  Nice job, everyone!  

Three-Dimensional Printer 

STEAM activities were alive and well here at Hillcrest this month.  Mlle Pearson, 

supporting staff and most students in the school worked hard to design and 

fabricate three-dimensional prints using a three-dimensional printer.  Students 

learned how to use design software, and learned about the process of 

printing using the printer.  The printer was lent to us by the University of 

Western Ontario.  The program created a desire in staff and students to look 

for ways to purchase one for our school to be used in the future.  It was 

exciting to see students being exposed to great twenty-first-century 

technology and develop skills that will prove beneficial for the future.  Nice 

work, everyone on a job well done. 

Spirit Wear 

Our Spirit Wear order has arrived.  It has been great to see students wearing our school’s colours 

with pride.  Thanks to all those who ordered items.  If you missed this round and wanted to make an 

order, don’t worry, we are pleased to announce that the online store will be open again for another 
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week, closing on May 9th.  To access the online store, please visit this link: 

https://www.sourceteamworks.com/collections/hillcrest-dragons 

Staffy’s Fundraiser 

Our School Staffy’s Fundraiser is almost over.  Orders can be made on School Cash Online.  The 

order will be closed Monday evening.  We are unsure of the arrival date of the orders, but when 

they are here at the school, small orders will be sent in the backpacks with students to be brought 

home.  We will contact families who have made larger orders, to arrange items to be picked up 

here at the school.  We wish to thank the Student Parliament for their efforts in helping with this 

fundraiser. 

BBQ Fundraiser 

The Grade 8 students, along with the Parent Graduation committee, will be hosting a fundraising 

BBQ for our Graduation this year.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 7th!  From 9:30-1:00 at the 

Petrolia Home Hardware, they will be serving Hot Dogs and Hamburgers.  A huge shout out to 

Petrolia Home Hardware for letting our Graduation Committee use their location as well as their 

generous donation to get this venture off the ground! We also wish to acknowledge the generosity 

of M & M Meats for their support of this initiative.  All proceeds from this BBQ Fundraiser will be used 

to support the planning and facilitation of the 2022 Graduation Ceremony! 

Closing Remarks 

This month I thought that I would share an inspiring thought from our School Board’s Director, John 

Howitt: “As we approach the final stretch of the school year and look ahead to 2022-2023, I 

encourage you to reflect on the lessons learned throughout the pandemic and not fall back into 

past habits. There are many ways that our [school] has been challenged to adapt to change 

quickly and adopt new ways of doing business. Spring is a vision of renewal, and each school year 

presents an opportunity for reinvention. Together, let’s continue to reexamine how our school 

community can foster the best conditions for our students to grow and reach their full potential.” 

Thank you, Director Howitt.  Here at Hillcrest, we echo your call to transcend who we were before 

the pandemic and to reach new heights having learned new lessons and experienced new 

opportunities. 

Well, you made it all the way to the end of our newsletter.  Thanks for taking the time to familiarize 

yourself with what is taking place here at École Publique Hillcrest.  We look forward to working 

closely with you to promote student success during this beautiful time of the year.  Have a great 

month, everyone! 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sourceteamworks.com%2Fcollections%2Fhillcrest-dragons&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.Newcombe%40lkdsb.net%7C1792f0b11bb241fa350c08da29eebf20%7C4bbfe989df0e4ac2afefb0fc99677a10%7C0%7C0%7C637868402651252050%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O7GgLUFjgCfChAOEKXUyyQ8712PW6Wka9vU8NViCE30%3D&reserved=0

